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This guidebook serves as support for the application for the call "RTI Dissertations 2021 " in the 
submission system of GFF NÖ. 
  
Part A General project information 
 

 Project title (German and English) 
Choose a meaningful project title and refrain from using only capital letters. 
 

 Language of application 
The general language of application is English. If the project intends to only work with 
texts in German, then the language of application may also be German. 
 

 Allocation to fields of action of the RTI Strategy Lower Austria 2027 
Depending on the thematic focus of the call, the project proposal can be assigned to 
one or more fields of action of the RTI Strategy Lower Austria 2027. In the case of a 
thematic focus of the call, this assignment is done automatically. 
 

 Assignment to scientific disciplines 
You have the possibility to select the main scientific discipline and other scientific 
disciplines (according to Statistics Austria) that match your project proposal (max. 4) 
and to assign a percentage weighting. 
 

 Keywords 
In addition to the scientific disciplines, you can enter additional key aspects as 
keywords. 
 

 Minimum duration oft he intended PhD studies 
Enter the minimum duration of the intended PhD studies in months. 
 

 Has the Master’s degree already been completed? 
If yes, please upload the confirmation. 
If no, submit the confirmation by May 31, 2022 at the latest. 
 

 Confirmation about Admission to PhD studies 
If already available, please upload the approval decision. 
If no, submit the confirmation by May 31, 2022 at the latest. 
 

 Have the PhD Studies already been started? 
If yes, please indicate the start date and the intended completion date. 
 

 Motivation Letter 
Upload the motivation letter of the PhD student for the dissertation project you are 
applying for. 

 
 CV of the PhD student 

Please upload the CV of the PhD student in English. 
 

 Resubmission 
Let us know if this application is a resubmission of a rejected application from a 
previous call from GFF (NFB).  
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 Applications to other funding agencies 

Let us know here if you have already submitted this project application to another 
funding agency or will be submitting it in the near future. 
 
 

 
Part B Project team 
 
This part provides more detailed information about the project owner(s) and the PhD student. The 
institution where the employment for the dissertation will take place acts as project owner. In case 
of a cooperative employment, both institutions will be project owners. Please note the provisions in 
the call document. 
 

 Do you apply for a cooperative employment? 
If yes, both institutions will be project owners. Please note the provisions in the call 
document. 
If no, only one institution will be project owner and principal applicant. 
 
 

B 1 Project owner 1 (and 2) 
 
Please enter the contact details of the participating institution(s).  
 

 General data 
If available, these data can be automatically transferred and, if required, also be 
edited. 
 

 Contact person 
The project owner’s contact person is responsible for communication in connection 
with the administration, funding decisions, review results, etc. of the proposed project. 
 

B.2 PhD student 
 
Enter the data of the PhD student.  
 
 

Part C   Project description and work breakdown structure 
 

C.1 Project description 
 
The project description describes the objective and significance of the project in terms of content, 
the implementation plan and the potential impact. It forms the core of the project proposal and is the 
main focus of the evaluation. Please present the contents in a way that is comprehensible to external 
reviewers and, especially in the case of interdisciplinary project proposals, make sure that reviewers 
from different disciplines can review your project proposal and therefore ensure that the project 
description is comprehensible beyond the respective scientific disciplinary boundaries. 
The project description should not exceed 10 pages excluding the bibliography and must be written 
in English. The structure is predetermined (see C1.1-C1.3) and the formatting requirements 
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(justification, font: Arial, font size: 11pt, line spacing: 1.15, indentation 2.5cm from all sides) must be 
adhered to. The insertion of graphics and tables is possible and desired. 
 
 

C.1.1 Objectives and significance of the project 
(Corresponding evaluation criteria -> K1 according to call document) 

 
 Abstract in English 

Create an abstract of your project in English that is also suitable for publication. (up 
to 400 words) 
 

 Abstract in German 
Create an abstract of your project in German that is also suitable for publication. (up 
to 400 words) 
 

 Project idea and current state of research 
Describe your project idea. What makes your planned project particularly original and 
innovative? What is the expected knowledge gain and how is the scientific 
significance to be evaluated? In addition, give an overview of the current state of 
research in the addressed topic area and the current scientific challenges. 
 

 Scientific problem / working hypotheses 
Describe your research questions / working hypothesis(es) as the basis for the 
planned project. 
 

 Research methods 
Describe and justify the research methods chosen.  

 
 Gender-relevant aspects 

Present potentially gender-relevant aspects in the research project. What precautions 
will be taken to reduce or exclude possible gender bias effects? It is also necessary 
to state and justify if, in the applicants' opinion, the project does not contain any 
gender-relevant aspects. 
 

 Particular suitability of the PhD candidate for the research project 
Describe briefly why this person is particular suitable for the research project you are 
applying for. 
 

 
C.1.2 Implementation planning 
(Corresponding evaluation criteria -> K2 according to call document) 
 
 Description of the work packages 

Describe the work packages and milestones from the work breakdown structure (see 
section C2). Work packages are located on the lowest level. The work breakdown 
structure must contain at least one work package with a milestone. 

 
 Infrastructural and scientific framework conditions of the participating institution(s) 
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Describe the relevant framework of the participating institution(s). Depending on the 
project, this can be required infrastructure, possibilities tor scientific networking etc. 
 

 Possible risks during implementation 
What risks can jeopardise the planned implementation of the project? What 
alternatives are there if a specific risk occurs? It must also be stated and justified if, 
in the applicants' opinion, the project does not involve any risks. 
 
 

 Intended cooperation with other institutions, scientific internships and/or stay abroad 
If intended, describe planned cooperations with other institutions, stays abroad and/or 
scientific internships during the funded employment and the resulting benefit for the 
dissertation. 
 

 Comments on intended formal supervisory relationship 
The formal supervisory relationship for the dissertation project can be entered into 
with any university or research institution with the right to award doctorates in the 
member states of the EU. This does not have to be the institution submitting the 
application. 
 

 Comments on intended employment relationship 
Indicate what the planned extent of employment is. If the employment exceeds 
30h/week, an hour record is required. 
If the employment of the PhD student is done by one project owner, please indicate 
how the second 50% will be financed (this can be by in-kind contribution or by a 
further funding. Double-funding has to be excluded.) 
If the employment is done by two project owners, please describe how the 
employment is being splitted and how the cooperation will be secured.  
Please note the provisions in the call document. 
 

 
C.1.3 Bibliography 

Present the relevant literature clearly and in a manner appropriate to the scientific 
discipline. 

 
 

C.2 Projektstrukturplan 
(Corresponding evaluation criteria -> K2 according to call document) 
 
The work breakdown structure is automatically generated and displayed from work packages 
and work packages with milestones entered by the applicants. The work breakdown structure 
must contain at least one work package with a milestone. The description of work packages 
and milestones is given in section C1.2. 
 

 
Signature sheets 
The confirmation of the participating institution(s) and the PhD student can be downloaded after 
completion and submission of the proposal. Please upload the (digitally) signed forms within two 
weeks after submission deadline. 
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The participating institutions and the PhD student confirm with their signature that, in the event of 
funding, they will carry out the project as described in the project application and accept the 
provisions of the call document and the underlying guidelines. 


